Independent Reading Project
The Independent Reading Project is a chance for you to truly ENJOY and exercise independence in reading. Choose a book you want to read, savor the reading, then plan, create and present a fun project that tells potential readers about the book.  You will have to complete all of the individual parts of the project in order to get maximum credit.  Here is the order of tasks you will need to complete. We will work together to create a planned timeline, but it is up to you to keep track of the work and deadlines. 
1. Project Proposal:  In a one (1) paragraph statement (typed or handwritten), tell me what book you are reading, the author of your book, why you are interested in this book/subject, and a sneak preview of what your actual final project might look like.  You will be provided with a sample book proposal to use as a model.  This proposal is NOT a legal contract; you can change your mind about your book or what your project will ultimately be as you make your way through the book.  I just need to know that you are thinking about the process and that you 
This component is worth 5 points of your total grade. Due September 16
2. Read your book: What kind of book should you read?  Where do you FIND this magical book?  What kinds of books are available?  I cannot answer ALL of these questions for you, though I can get you started on the right path.

What to read?  This should be a book you’ve never read before. Start with your interests or hobbies.  I know most of you DO have things you are passionate about (sports, music, history, computers, friends/relationships, mechanics, celebrities, skateboarding, serial killers, etc.) and there is no shortage of novels/books dealing with this range of topics.  Also keep in mind the kind of reading level with which you’re comfortable.  Don’t read a complex 800-page mystery novel if that’s WAY beyond your abilities. At the same time, don’t pick something too easy. We’re past Diary of a Wimpy Kid for book projects now that we’re at the middle school level!
You CAN read NON-fiction works if you absolutely cannot find a fiction book that will work. True books like Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl, Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air, The Road to There: Mapmakers and Their Stories,Val Ross, are good examples of acceptable non-fiction works that follow a narrative structure. Should you read a NON-fiction work, you will need to get my approval before using that title for your project.  Also, I can and will recommend things I think might connect well with your personality and/or interests.

For this project, I prefer to stay away from graphic novels. They are great for your extra time reading, but there are few that we have here at this school that would fall under the umbrella of challenging. If you do want to go down that road, may I recommend I Am Princess X. It possesses some pieces of graphic novel and is inspired by comics but still has a narrative structure that will fit with this project. 
Where to find books? You can use books from our class library, school library or home. I can help you with recommendations but you must provide me with time to help you find a book as well as at least three titles of books you’ve already read and liked. That will help me think of similar titles that might be a good fit. 

Though many of you will finish sooner, reading should be finished no later than September 30. 
3. Vocabulary Lists: For whatever book you read, you will be responsible for keeping a running list of at LEAST ten (10) new vocabulary words that you’ve encountered while reading your book.  The list first needs to be written down and the new terms defined. Finally, you need to submit a neat, typewritten version of the list.  You CAN feature more than 10 words in your list though there needs to be at LEAST that number as a bare minimum.  
This component is worth 10 points of your total grade. Due October 9
4. Project: Part one is the visual component. The possibilities here are endless.  Should you come up with an original idea you like better than any I list below, share it with me and we can see if it will work!  Presentation of these projects to the class will occur at our “book fair.” 

This component is worth 25 points of your total project grade. We will talk about due dates together and map them in your planner. 
Final Project Ideas: Now what are some potential project ideas?  Here are a few (all of these HAVE been submitted at one point in the history of this assignment):
· Create a board game or simple computer game that readers could play. Use the game to show the journey your characters go on or make it about the conflict or plot of the story.
· Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article, cover the weather in another, do a feature story on one of the characters and an article on a recent event.  Include a collection of ads that would be pertinent to the story.  The newspaper must be in a newspaper format.  It needs to be at least 2 pages (front & back counts as 2).  Be sure to include headlines and captions under pictures.  The newspaper should resemble an actual newspaper.

· Create a picture book version of your story for children (this works ONLY for appropriate content) or design a brief graphic novel (comic book) of a key part in the plot of your novel—you don’t NEED to create pictures for the entire book!

· Build a model of something from your book. This could be a scene or an individual object that is important to the plot of the story or valued by a character.

· Use a computer multimedia program (Microsoft PowerPoint, Movie Maker, iMotion, iMovie) to create a faux-movie trailer or sneak preview of a film adaptation of your book.
·  Make a collage for your book.  The collage must consist of at least 10 pictures, including a written or typed) summary of what you included in your collage representation (the significance of why you chose those select pictures when creating your collage).
· Instead of a collage, make a scrapbook. Collect at least 10 pictures to make 10 pages that go with your book and create a scrapbook. It must consist 10 pictures & pages.  Captions should be used to describe the significance of the pictures used.
·  CREATE a movie poster for your book.  Make sure to provide a character list, movie rating, director, and movie soundtrack of 10 songs.  The songs chosen must be representative of the chosen novel.
· AS an interior decorator, how would you decorate a character’s bedroom?  Create a model bedroom and provide a written explanation of why you chose to decorate the way you did.

· MAKE a time line of the events in the life of the main character.  You should have at least 10 major events in the chosen character’s life and these should be represented with images.  In addition, you must include captions & explanations of the events.
· SUPER IMPORTANT WARNING: NO CHEESY POSTERS that simply restate the plot of the book and feature a few printed off pictures of characters from the book. NONE.  Don’t even ask.  Students typically slap one of these together in about 5-minutes and it shows; such “projects” don’t require ANY effort, originality and/or creativity. I mean come on! You’ve been working on the project and reading your book for a MONTH and you can only complete a crummy poster?!?! You’re showing this off. Don’t BORE  your peers or your teacher!
THEN Respond!
You are to answer the following questions.  These answers should be fully developed and in complete sentences.  Make sure the questions are numbered.  In addition the question must either be restated in your answer or completely rewritten.  All work must either be written (blue or black ink) or typed.   There should be no writing on the backs of the paper.  This is a formal project and should reflect the time and effort that was put forth.    

1. Describe the plot (main events) of the story using a traditional summary, a plot mountain diagram or a flow map. A diagram or flow map can use words AND pictures if you would like.  (5)
 2. Who is/are the main character(s). Select one and describe how the character changes over the course of the story. Mention three to four important traits of the character as they evolve through the story and support each trait with at least one specific piece of evidence from the text. (5)
3.  Where does the story take place?  What is the significance of the setting?  How does the setting impact the characters or play an important role in the story? Use at least two pieces of evidence from the text to illustrate or prove how the setting plays an important role in the story. (5)
4.  What do you think the theme or author’s message is?  What are at 2-3 events in the text that point you towards this theme? Why would this theme be relevant to the reader?(5)
5.  What was your favorite word, line, or paragraph in the text? Why did this stand out to you? (2)
6.  Explain why you liked / disliked this novel.  Make sure to defend your argument using multiple (3 or more) examples. (3)
5. Book Talk:  Each student will be responsible for a brief overview of his/her book at our “book fair”.  We will take turns showing off our final projects and talking about our books. Be prepared to share the key elements and/or highlights of your book with peers but be careful to avoid spoilers. The goal is to introduce your peers to something new that they may enjoy reading!  
This component is worth 10 points of your total project grade. Book talks will take place October 31.
